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WELCOME!

Welcome to the Democracy Alliance 2018 fall conference, “Taking Our Democracy Back.” The phrase is one that our
community has used as a rallying call for the past two years, and on Election Day, with the future of our democracy in the
balance, the American people took a very big step away from the divisive and destructive course our country has been
on since the election of 2016. We did what we HAD to do.

Two years ago, on the day after Donald Trump’s surprise victory, we threw out the planned agenda for that year’s
upcoming conference and got to work with colleagues and allies trying to understand what hit us.

Now we meet at a different moment—still with much work to do, but with the wind at our backs.

Everything we need to digest, review, and address cannot be covered in two days alone, which is why this conference
is a starting point for the work of the next two years to build an America where everyone can participate fairly in

the democratic process, that supports an economy built on inclusivity, that leads to a safe environment and healthy
communities, and that is equitable and just.

Four years ago, we introduced these ideas as a “2020 Vision,” a set of values that propels all our work and will guide our
discussions as we meet here in Washington, D.C.

We will begin the conference with a look at what happened last Tuesday and what is the progressive legislative strategy
at the local, state, and national level. Thursday’s discussion will focus on an expanding progressive roadmap and what
threats stand in our way. And as the first day concludes, Partners will lead 15 Salon discussions on a variety of topics
relevant to our work. Friday’s schedule will offer in-depth time for Partners to talk strategy, as well as for leaders of the
DA portfolio groups and state organizations.

Thank you for being here with us in our nation’s capital and for all your contributions to build a more progressive future.
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Gara LaMarche, President John C. Stocks, Chair
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16

Registration Lounge
7:30 am to 5:30 pm | Senate

Networking Breakfast
8:00 to 9:00 am | Congressional

Leaders of Color Breakfast (Partners only)
8:00 to 9:00 am | Statler A&B

APO Strategy Roundtable (APOs only)
9:00 am to 12:15 pm | Federal A&B

Partner Forum #1 (Partners only)
9:00 am to 12:15 pm | Presidential

Leadership Lunch (Partners & APOs only)
12:30 to 2:00 pm | Presidential

Partner Forum #2 (Partners only)
2:15 to 5:15 pm | Presidential

Cocktail Reception & Dinner (Partners only)
5:30 to 8:30 pm | Presidential

DEMOCRACY ALLIANCE FALL 2018 INVESTMENT CONFERENCE
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Salon Discussions (Continued)

Education: Leading the Way to the Presidency and a
Senate Super Majority | Ohio

A secure progressive future includes a super majority in
the U.S. Senate and a Democrat in the White House. Hear
from experts in government, strategy, and advocacy on
how education is the key for progressives to carry 30
states in the next presidential election and get 60 votes in
the Senate.

This is not a pipe dream. The Red State teacher strikes
and the impact of education in many state gubernatorial
elections shows the growing importance of education
as a political issue. Join us for a discussion of the
advances in the science of learning, the progressive
education agenda that will unite a broad coalition of red
and blue states, and how the coalition will impact the
2020 elections.

Austin Belali

Lisa Grove, ALG Research

Terry McAuliffe, former governor, Virginia
Bob Wise, Alliance for Excellent Education

Hosted by: Dan and Sunita Leeds

DEMOCRACY ALLIANCE FALL 2018 INVESTMENT CONFERENCE

How to Make our Elections Secure by 2020 | California
Intelligence officials from both the Obama and the
Trump administrations have sent warnings about Russian
interference in our elections. The good news is that we
know how to make our voting systems resilient against
hacking, malware, or software bugs. The bad news is that
although states have made progress since 2016, we still
have a long way to go. This session will focus on what
needs to be done, and why it’s urgent that at a minimum
vulnerable swing states are protected.

Megan Bellamy, Verified Voting
Susannah Goodman, Common Cause

Lawrence Norden, Brennan Center for Justice at NYU
School of Law

Justin Talbot-Zorn, National Election Defense Coalition
Moderator: Keith Mestrich, Amalgamated Bank

Hosted by: Barbara Simons
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Salon Dinners (Continued)

Unrigging Our Democracy | Federal A

Election Day is the one day a year that we are all equal.
Democracy requires institutions to equalize political
power. In the spring we explored the history of the Right’s
desire to evade such moral equality and instead put
“democracy in chains.” In this session we’ll move from
theory to practice and dig in on an ambitious, practical,
and essential effort to change the very rules of the game
for democracy and civil society.

There is no path forward that does not require radically
rebuilt democratic institutions that are high functioning,
inclusive, and egalitarian. The Right fears such and
works overtime to distort and degrade democratic
practice. Fortunately, DA Partner organizations have
joined forces to tackle this most urgent question of
structural reform.

Brian Kettenring, Center for Popular Democracy
Sabeel Rahman, Demos

Deirdre Schifeling, Planned Parenthood Action Fund
Moderator: Maurice Mitchell, Working Families Party

Hosted by: Communications Workers of America, Paul
Egerman, Steve McConnell

DEMOCRACY ALLIANCE FALL 2018 INVESTMENT CONFERENCE

Inequality and the Future of Progressive Politics |
Federal B

We are living through a period of historically high
economic inequality. From the decline of pensions

and the spiraling cost of housing and health care to
overwhelming student debt and the rise of the gig
economy, economic insecurity is pervasive. The most
important question for progressives in the coming years
is whether we will embrace an agenda that takes on
income inequality in much more ambitious ways.

Will we have a robust national conversation about
poverty, the vast racial wealth gap, and the lack of
retirement security? Or will demagogues continue
to appropriate these issues to divide Americans
and force an agenda that deepens it? Join us to
tackle these issues with a candid, wide-ranging
conversation.

Jared Bernstein, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities
Thea Lee, Economic Policy Institute

Dorian Warren, Center for Community Change
Moderator: Danny Feingold, Capital & Main

Hosted by: National Education Association, Golden State
Opportunity Foundation
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A NOTE FOR FOUNDATION
REPRESENTATIVES

Foundation Representatives should review the
conference agenda and decide whether there are any
sessions they believe would not be appropriate for
them to attend or prefer to attend in their personal
capacities. Democracy Alliance staff and counsel are
available to discuss any questions about the content of
conference sessions.

DEMOCRACY ALLIANCE
STATEMENT OF CORE VALUES

In November 2017, the DA Board of Directors adopted a
statement of core values that applies to all members of
our community. In addition to the program participant
agreement included here, the DA is developing an
implementation plan that will further a culture of respect
and inclusion across all our work.

DEMOCRACY ALLIANCE FALL 2018 INVESTMENT CONFERENCE

PROGRAM PARTICIPANT AGREEMENT

The Democracy Alliance seeks to foster an environment
where all participants are welcomed, supported, and
shown respect. Upholding the following guidelines in all
dealings between members of the Democracy Alliance
community—while participating in Democracy Alliance
business (meetings, calls and conferences), or in other
interactions with our community members outside of
formal events—is central to maintaining our core values.
As a community of progressive leaders, we accept our
responsibility to create a culture and environment that is
consistent with these values.

Each participant in Democracy Alliance programs—
attendees, partners, staff, board members, speakers
and vendors—agrees to uphold these high standards of
integrity and professionalism:
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